
Housing 

A 10 gallon tank can house two geckos.  Males are very  

territorial, and it’s best not to house more than one together.  

Decorate the habitat with branches and vines.  Place plants 

(in their own containers) around the tank between the tree 

limbs and layer with moss for a more natural look.  Live 

plants not only look good, but help raise the humidity inside 

the enclosure. 

   

Heat & Lighting 

The temperature gradient refers to the temperature range 

between the cold side and the hot side.  The cold side 

should be around 75
O
F and the warm side should be 80

O
F. 

during the day.  During the night, the temperature gradient is 

65 to 75
O
F.  Since Mediterranean Geckos are nocturnal, 

they do not require UVB lighting.  The light from the daytime 

heat lamp will be sufficient.   

 

Diet & Water 

The Gecko diet should be as close to their wild diet as    

possible.  Feed small crickets and wild caught bugs. One 

method of collecting bugs involves using a fine mesh net 

and scooping the tops of the tall grass in an open field in the 

early morning.  This is called field plankton and is a great 

way of collecting small to medium insects for your pet. 

 

If you intend to use wild caught insects, be very careful.  

Capture from a place where pesticides are not used.  In our 

area, be especially careful of the mosquito truck that sprays 

during the summer.  Even though the area may not be 

sprayed directly, insecticides will travel far and wide on a 

windy evening.  Any amount of pesticides can cause illness 

and maybe even death.  DO NOT feed lightning bugs  -  

they are TOXIC to all nonnative reptiles.   Also, since most 

brightly colored insects are toxic, avoid them as well. 

 

In the wild, Geckos lick water off leaves and walls.  Daily, 

spray warm water on the walls of the enclosure and the 

plants.  Gecko can learn to drink from a shallow dish.  You 

can hasten this process by setting up a dripper bottle to drip 

water into a bowl.  It is the sight and sound of dripping water 

that attracts their attention.  Change the water daily to     

prevent bacteria growth.   
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Mediterranean Geckos, Hemidactylus turcicus, are recent 

newcomers to the southeast United States.  They were   

inadvertently introduced by trading ships during the early 

1900’s and are now established throughout the Gulf Coast 

States.    

 

The Mediterranean Gecko, a nocturnal lizard (active at 

night) reaches 4-5 inches when full grown.  It ranges from 

creamy white to gray and has a cross-banded tail.  It has no 

eyelids., instead its eyes are covered with a transparent 

scale.  It is most frequently seen on walls around dusk near 

well lit areas where bugs are likely to be found.  They avoid 

cold winter temperatures by hiding in warm cracks and    

crevices of houses.  They are interesting to watch as they 

climb walls and ceilings using special sticky pads on their 

feet.  They are also excellent at insect control.  

 

Males are very territorial and may squeak when defending a 

favored foraging area.  Breeding occurs March through July 

with one or two eggs being laid.  During the summer,       

females are easily identified by the white eggs that show 

through the skin of the tummy.  Eggs are laid in logs and leaf 

litter.  The eggs measure about 1/2 inch in length. 

 

Equipment Needed: 

•  tank & screen top 

•  daytime heat lamp 

•  night time heat lamp 

•  two side range thermometers (hot side and cool side) 

•  substrate - reptile bark 

•  hiding area 

•  plants for coverage - live or artificial 

•  branches for climbing 

•  spray bottle 

•  water dish 

•  vitamins & calcium powder 
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