
Kent Marine Products for feeding 

 Kent Marine has created four different products to help 

answer the needs of hobbyist.  ZooPlex is an aquacultured marine 

zooplankton.  It is a large food, measured at 800 microns.  

PhytoPlex is an aquacultured marine phytoplankton.  It is much 

smaller measuring at 2 to 15 microns.  ChromaPlex is also an 

aquacultured marine phytoplankton, but it measures a bit larger at 

5 to 25 microns making it a broad range feeding solution.  

MicroVert is a nutritionally balanced broad range diet for corals, 

sponges, anemones, gorgonians, feather dusters and other fine 

filter feeders.  This formula can be used to target feed each corals.  

Simply squirt a small amount of the formula over the tops of each 

coral using a syringe.   

        Read the directions carefully on any of these products.  

Overuse can contaminate water causing an eventual rise in nitrates 

and the growth of slime algae.    

 

Kent Marine Products for Dosing 

 Corals also need to be supplemented with minerals such 

as calcium, iodine, strontium/molybdenum, and magnesium.   

 One of the easiest ways calcium can be supplemented is 

by using Tech CB.  Tech CB is an ionically balanced calcium and 

buffer system for reef systems.  Part  A is the calcium component 

and Part B is the buffering component.  Use both daily. 

 Iodine is easily removed and rapidly used up by not only 

corals but other invertebrates too.  The amount you need to 

supplement depends on the frequency of water changes, the 

efficiency of your protein skimmer, the activated carbon and 

especially the number of invertebrates in your reef aquarium.  Tech 

I is a time-released iodine and potassium iodide.  Tech I is 

gradually released into the system over several days to maintain a 

more consistent iodine level.  Tech I offers the convenience of once 

a week dosing. 

 Strontium/Molybdenum is a supplement that provides 

bioavailable strontium for lush growth of purple, pink and green 

calcareous algaes, hard tube worms, snail and clam shells.  

Molybdenum assists in symbiotic algae growth in corals other 

invertebrates tissues.  Corals will open more and stay attached to 

their skeleton better with regular use. 

 Magnesium helps increase the availability of calcium to 

the reef inhabitants.  Tech M is an ionically balanced product that 

raises the magnesium in the aquarium without upsetting the ionic 

balance of the system.  

 Since most reef aquariums keep more than one or two 

types of corals, feeding and supplementing can become a bit 

complicated.  We recommend learning the different requirements of 

the corals you keep.  

. 

© B&B Pet Stop, Inc. 2005 

5035 Cottage Hil l  Road -  Mobile,  Alabama 36609 -  (251) 661 -FISH -  bbpetstop.com  

 Feeding and supplementing your saltwater corals can be 

a mystery to the new hobbyist.  Hopefully we will be able to clear 

up any questions you might  have.   Lets start with the basics. 

 A coral is actually a group of  polyps that live in some form  

of  hard  skeletal structure usually composed of calcium carbonate.    

Most  corals are colonial (live in groups).  The polyp is the living 

individual of a coral colony.  Each polyp has a ring of tentacles 

surrounding a  central  mouth.    These  tentacles  contain 

specialized stinging structures.  These structures (nematocysts) 

resemble miniature poison darts and are important in defense and 

prey capture. 

 Corals get nutrition in different ways.  First, they can be 

autotrophs.  Autotrophs produce their own food from inorganic 

material they extract from their environment usually using sunlight 

to synthesize it with the aid of zooxanthellae algae.  Zooxanthellae 

algae are tiny plants that live inside the coral’s tissues.  This algae 

provides food for the host coral and  in  return receives nitrogen, 

phosphorus, and carbon dioxide it needs to grow.  Examples of this 

type of coral include the leather corals, cabbage coral, green finger 

coral, and devil’s finger. 

 Corals can also be hetrophic, actively feeding on tiny 

creatures using stinging tentacles.  Many large polyp stony (LPS) 

corals such as plate corals, open brain corals, and elegance corals 

have a visible mouth and are good examples of this type of coral 

 Most corals are polytrophic, that is they obtain nutrition in 

a variety of ways.  The zooxanthellae contained in coral polyps 

provide a wide range of materials needed by the coral, but coral 

feeding must supply the balance of the nutrients and vitamins 

required for metabolism and growth.   

  

What do corals eat? 

 There are 4 catagories of food  The first is zooplankton.   

Zooplankton are tiny animals suspended in the water column in the 

ocean.  They emerge from the reef in the evening hours.  The 

second is phytoplankton, which are tiny plants or algae.  A third 

source of food is bacterioplankton which is free-living bacteria as 

well as bacteria associated with decaying plant matter or other 

particulate matter.  The fourth is Dissolved Organic Material (DOM) 

which is absorbed across the cell membrane right into the coral’s 

tissues.    

 Most aquarium water is coral “soup”, that is, containing 

most of the ingredients corals eat.  But, filters and protein skimmers 

filter much of this material from the water.  While this keeps your 

nitrate level low in your aquarium, it can also remove most of the 

“soup’s” ingredients. 
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